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Bottled-water advisory ends for elementary school near Spokane 
 

OLYMPIA  Lab results confirm that the water at Great Northern Elementary School near 

Spokane is safe to drink. The school had been under a bottled-water advisory since March 17, 

when E. coli was detected in a routine water sample. 

The bottled-water advisory was confined to the 52-student school and a caretaker‟s residence. 

An inspection by the Washington State Department of Health did not reveal an obvious source of 

contamination. School district staff have disinfected and flushed the water system, and lab test 

results received late Tuesday show the water meets safe drinking water standards. 

“Our staff has worked very hard to resolve problems with the water,” said Superintendent Glenn 

Frizzell. “We want to reassure our school family that the water is safe to drink and that protecting 

the health and safety of students and staff is „job one‟ for the Great Northern School District. 

We‟d also like to thank students, patrons, and staff for their patience and understanding during 

this episode.” 

### 

Visit the Washington Department of Health Web site at http://www.doh.wa.gov for a healthy dose of information. 
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